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The same evening the weakness was greater, and had in-
volved the leg and face on the same side. Ingravescent
apoplexy was diagnosed and ligature of the common carotid
artery decided upon, but before it could be carried out it was
late at night, and the paralysis had deepened and uncon-
sciousness had supervened. The operation failed to relieve
the patient, however, and he died a few hours later. The

publication of these cases will direct attention anew to a

subject of much practical interest and importance. It is

obvious that, in reference to any operative procedure in such
cases as those here related, the great question is one of

diagnosis. However likely the diagnosis of increasing
haemorrhage was in the first case, even the success which
followed the operation does not absolutely settle the

question; and it cannot be asserted that the success was
more than a subsequent fact. It is unfortunate that no

necropsy was obtained in the second case.

INDIAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATIONS.

WHILE we think that it is on many grounds-some of
which are so obvious that it would only form a string of plati-
tudes to point them out-highly desirable that a bond of
union should exist among the medical practitioners of India, I
and that a medical association is the best, if not the only
practicable method of giving effect to this object, we must
confess that we are somewhat puzzled by the fact that there
appear to be two medical associations in that country : one
styled the Medical Association of India, already established,
and the other, styled the Indian Medical Association,
about to be established, and concerning which an

active movement has been set afloat. Broadly speaking
the objects of both are the same, and this must neces-

sarily be the case to a great extent. Whether the older
established association has failed or not to fulfil its objects to
the entire satisfaction of all the members of the profession
in India, and hence the origin of the newly projected
association, is more than we can say, but it seems a matter
of common sense to suppose that one large association must
for many reasons be preferable to two ; one would carry
more weight, for example, in its corporate capacity and
actions, and be better able consequently to protect the
interests of the medical profession.

THE CARE OF ANIMALS.

IT only too frequently happens that those who are

entrusted with the care and management of the domestic
animals, though they may be willing and anxious to carry
out the duty confided to them, are yet deficient in the

knowledge necessary for the satisfactory accomplishment
of this object. From time to time attempts have been
made by means of books and lectures to improve this
needful knowledge, and there can be no doubt that the

requirements of animals useful to us, and especially
that most valuable slave the horse, are much better under-
stood and attended to than formerly. Much yet remains
to be done in some quarters, however, before animal

management is sufficiently understood, and discomfort,
pain, premature decay, and consequent pecuniary loss
and annoyance to their owners can be averted. One of
the most recent moves made with the view of disusing this
knowledge has been inaugurated at the Morley Memorial
College for Working Men and Women, Waterloo-road,
where last week the first of a seriea of ten lectures on the
care of horses and other animals in health and disease was
delivered by Professor Pritchard. The class for which these
lectures has been established is intended to do a similar
work with regard to animals to that the Ambulance
Association does for mankind-that is, afford instruction

the preservation of health and the treatment of minor
accidents. The first lecture was principally devoted to

a consideration of those conditions of the feet which
interfere with the proper utilisation of the horse. In

reference to this allusion was made to the excellent work
that is being achieved by the Worshipful Company of
Farriers in improving the shoeing of horses, a matter

that greatly needed the attention of some influential

body like this company to induce shoers to pay more heed to
the structure and preservation of such a complicated,
sensitive, and essential organ as the horse’s foot. It is to be

regretted that the company’s efforts have been much opposed
by many veterinary surgeons who keep forges for shoeing
horses, and who do not approve of the shoers being instructed
in this way. But the lecturer gave testimony to the great
amount of good that was being done in this direction all
over the country. 

--

KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL REPORTS.

WE are informed that it is proposed to publish annually
a volume of "King’s College Hospital Reports," which will
comprise an account of the work of the Hospital and of the
College laboratories, together with original papers contributed
by members of the staff and old King’s College Hospital
men. It will also include a brief record of the doings of
former students. We are glad to welcome a new volume of
hospital reports, as every such publication is calculated to
keep alive the interest which all practitioners must feel in
their old school and in the progress of past and present
students. We understand that the medical section will be
edited by Dr. Tirard, the surgical section by Mr. Watson
Cheyne, F.R.S., the section relating to the College labora
tories by Dr. Halliburton, and the obstetric section by Dr
John Phillips.

PROFESSOR SEMMOLA ON THE SERUM THERA-
PEUTICS OF DIPHTHERIA.

THE Senator, Professor Mariano Semmola, head of the
clinical staff in the Neapolitan school of medicine, has just
delivered a lecture on the serum treatment of diphtheria
which it may not be inopportune to summarise. Professor

Semmola, it may be remembered, was among the earliest to
criticise the method of treatment of tuberculosis by ’’ tuber-
culin," and certainly his remarks were speedily justified
by the relegation of the "cure" in question to the limbo of
premature inductions. His attitude towards the thera-

peutics identified with the name of Dr. Roux is one

of "benevolent reserve," while he fully recognises the possi-
bility that to combat the effects of the diphtheritic toxine
there may exist another toxine which acts as an antidote, in
the same way that there exist, certainly with a different
mechanism, chemical antidotes for many poisons in the body
cavities accessible from without-the stomach, for instan e,
and the urinary bladder. "I I have said with a different

mechanism,’ " he proceeds, "because in the case of diph-
theria, besides the topical measures, we have to deal with
the realisation of an antidotism which would have to exert
its influence in the torrent of the circulation, and therefore
this antidotism could not be founded on the chemical re-
actions which, by rendering the toxic salt insoluble, prevent
its absorption ; but this species of antidotism is not realis-
able beyond the body cavities accessible from without,
because once the toxic substance is absorbed the chemical
reactions of the antidote, such as are known in the labora-
tory retort, can no longer be realised in the torrent of the
circulation, even when the antidote can there overtake it, a
complete change having occurred in the physico-chemical
conditions of the poisonous compound, and therefore in its
reactions. Consequently, admitting the existence of a

toxine antidote to the diphtheritic toxine, we cannot for
the present comprehend the true mechanism of its action
(perhaps a doppiamento or conversion of a double into a


